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Welcome

to the 31st
annual EskDale
Christmas Banquet!
We are so excited to
have you

all here, and we’re excited to
perform! This year, the drama students
will be performing the classic story It's a
Wonderful Life, based on the 1946 Frank
Capra film. The choir and orchestra will
be performing their regular few numbers,
and have been working for months to
perfect them.

This year, the banquet will be held
in the EskDale Auditorium instead of the
Center. This is for a variety of reasons:
Because of tonight’s long performance,
we want people to have the most
comfortable experience possible, which
will be made easier in the auditorium.
The audio, lighting, staging, and sets will
also be improved because of the bigger
stage, curtains, and room backstage. So,
because of this change, your overall
experience should hopefully be
improved.

Even with these changes, the food is
guaranteed to be just as good as always.

ELEMENTARY CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS

The Baker and Garrison Christmas
program features two plays, one
performed by Garrison students grades K
-2, and the other by Baker students,
grades 3-6. The sth and 6th graders will
play Christmas songs on their
instruments before their play, and the
Garrison students play on recorders
before theirs.

The Garrison school will be doing the
play “Christmas Party in the Solar
System“ where each student will be
dressed as planets they picked and have
learned about.

The Baker school will be doing the

Just like the last few years, Tabitha and
Cheri Phillips will pull through with an
amazing meal that is always enjoyable.
The three-course turkey dinner will be
integrated with the show’s 1940s vibe,
and Tabitha and Cheri always do an
amazing job at immersing the audience
with their food.

Watching the banquet is
entertaining, but working on the banquet
is a lot different and can definitely be
stressful for the actors. With the amount
of practice that goes into it, however,
there's bound to be some funny stories.
We decided to ask students if they had
any interesting stories, good or bad
memories, or anything worth mentioning
from the few months of working
on the banquet:

Isaac- “After one of my scenes, Luis and I
had a window where we could go get some
fresh air, and walk to the Center to change
for our next scene. We both walked out of
the Aud, and while

Luis was busy silently closing the door, I
tripped and fell down the stairs into a car,
and then hit the ground, which was really
funny.”

Neto D: “We were doing the griddy

musical play “Nanny Clause.” The
students and teachers

in Baker school work very hard to
choreograph each song in their play.

The event isn’t exactly a dessert
potluck, but parents bring refreshments
for everyone to enjoy after the play. After
the plays are over, Santa comes and lets
kids come up on the stage with him, sit
on his lap, and tell him what they want
for Christmas. Then they get a goody
bag.

This year’s Christmas program will be
on December 19th at 7:30 UT so all the
students have until then to

during the Charleston, and Donnie let us
keep it.”

Aidan: “They kept pulling my shoelaces
and untying my shoe. It was obnoxious.”
Ella: “It was pretty silly when Matthew
said Merry Christmas Harry Potter, that
made me cackle.”

Matthew: “I kept accidently pronouncing
Henry Potter as Harry Potter and it was
really funny.”

That's all the stories and funny
happenings from the practices, but there
are definitely going to be some funny and
interesting stories from the performance
nights! So many people have worked so
hard for this Christmas Banquet, so a
massive thank you to everyone who has
helped! Especially Lois, Dean, Tina,
Crystal, Janene, Chandra, Mary, Cindy,
etc. You are all so amazing! This banquet
could not have been pulled off without
you all! &

memorize their lines, dances, and songs
for their plays.

Typically, the order of events is that,
after everyone takes their seats the sth
and 6th graders play 2 or 3 songs in the
orchestra. Then the Garrison school
plays a song on recorders, followed by
their play. Then a brief break and then
the Baker play. Then at the end they tell
people about the refreshments in the
back and announce that Santa will be
coming soon.

Don’t miss this year’s event! ¢

— By (wmber Povea &
Cagmen Canson,
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FLEX FRIDAYS-SENIOR EDITIONS

Every Friday at EskDale High School, we
have an accelerated schedule for morning classes,
so that we end up with an hour to use before
lunch. This is filled with different lessons and
activities, either as a whole school or class groups,
all towards various aspects of positive behaviors,
such as Digital Citizenship skills, Suicide
Awareness, etc.

This year, each of the seniors has had the
responsibility to lead one of the Flex Friday whole
group sessions. Since our last newspaper, three
more seniors have had the chance to organize their
Flex Friday events—Aidan Faber, Matthew Baker,
and Ernesto Avelar.

Aidan’s Flex Friday was about the damaging
effects of online echo chambers and thought
radicalization. He discussed how there is a rising
percentage of people from this generation who
believe that stuff like the Holocaust didn't actually
happen. Also about other questionable theories
circulating online that have more of a following
than they should in educated society. He also
showed a small conversation he had about the 9/
attack through the YouTube comments where a
shocking display of general ignorance was
observed. Aidan also got sort of a death threat
through that, but there was nothing really to worry
about since it was from a state miles away. He also

HALLOWEEN DANCE

EskDale High School had their first dance of
the school year on November 1st. This dance was

planned by the student council, which is run by the
president Ernesto Avelar. It was Halloween
themed, Baker Hall was decorated well, and
students wore formal costumes.

I had the great opportunity to ask some of the
students what they had thought about the dance,
and what their favorite part was.

Landon: It was good. My favorite part was the
quick dance.

talked about how Neo-Nazis had been
marching and walking through streets
sometimes armed with weapons. It was
an interesting discussion. Aidan gave
everyone candy afterwards.

Strattun: I liked it. We got to talk
about politics

Stran: I liked when he argued with the
guy in the youtube comments.
Camber: I liked that he gave us candy.
Ernesto D: It was pretty good.

Ernesto had help from Travis
Allred, a deputy with the Millard
County Sheriff's Department and our
school’s SRO, for his Flex Friday. They talked about
some of the
amendments, more specifically the 1st,4th 5th, and
6th amendments. They explained what each
one of the amendments meant for people. Like
how the first amendment is the freedom of speech
but it won't protect you from being hurt if you say
something wrong. Or what the fifth amendment
means and does for people.

They had a little trouble getting the
slideshow to work but in the end, it worked out
fine. Also Travis brought his dog out to sniff out
drugs that he planted to let the students see it.
Camber: 1 liked it when they brought out the dog

Cayman: My favorite part was probably
getting forced to dance. I thought it was
funny, but I really liked it! I hope we have
another dance this year.

Strattun: The dance was the best thing
ever, I loved all the costumes that people
|| decided to wear. I honestly looked
| like Michael Jackson through the
whole dance.

1| Camber: It was pretty fun. My

S | favorite part was the glow stick

y || war, before it got out of hand. We -
just basically threw glow sticks at

each other and it was everyone for
themselves.

Remi: It was so much fun. I love what
the student council decided to do for the
dance. I also had a lot of fun in the glow
stick fight.

Curtis: It was amazing, I enjoyed the glow stick
fight but this generation doesn’t know how to throw.

Ernesto A: The dance was super fun, but seeing the
work we did come to life in the dark was super great.
I ate most of the snacks because it’s me.

'| Landon: I like when Travis comes
Stran: The dog sniffed out drugs,
and that was cool.

Caymen: [ liked Travis being there
and seeing the dog.

Emma: listening to Travis was

interesting

Matthew’s Flex Friday
was about procrastination and how
it can affect you. He made a
slideshow explaining what
| procrastination is and how it can
be prevented or at least managed.
It had about three TED talk videos
each done by a different person.

One was longer than the other and students found
it funnier than the other ones. It used hilarious
pictures and graphs to show the things of
procrastinators. Another was a girl acting it out
and showing them how it worked. The third one
the students watched since they had time left over.
The third one talked about ways to sort of prevent
procrastination from happening.

Landon: I really liked the funny TED talk.

Britton: I liked it

Strattun: Give it a thumbs up

Camber: I liked the videos we watched

Alexa: Pretty solid stuff. ¢

— By Tsnw Dupan, & Eligh Youny

Ernesto D: The decorations were lit, but [ wasn’t
there for most of it. My favorite part was the work
before the dance where we decorated the hall.

Isaac H: Decorating was lowkey fun and very
enjoyable but the snacks were the best part.
I didn’t really dance because I was very shy to ask

people. So, I hung out with Neto D.

Ella: Umm I lowkey don’t remember but being able
to hang with everyone was fun.

— By Luisy Olvelar
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THANKSGIVING RECAP

We recently had Thanksgiving Break, and we
all spent time with our family and friends and had
a big dinner. I bet we all had a great time. (I know I
did, did you?) I bet that the students of EskDale
High had family come over for thanksgiving and
got to spend time with friends too. I asked all
of my classmates some questions about
what they do on Thanksgiving and how
much they ate (I ate too much, that's
for sure). Now let's see what some
of them said to the questions I
asked them.

Q: What did you guys do for Thanksgiving
break, and how much food did you eat?
Eligh Y: I went to Oregon. I had 5 pieces of ham

and a huge slice of cake.
Isaac D:I ate enough food to fill me.
Camber: I went to my aunt's house and got bossed
around by a 3 year old then bugged my cousin
Charly for a few hours. I didn’t eat as much as |
wanted.
Stran: Ate and spent time with family. I had 9
slices of ham, 8 slices of Turkey, crackers,
cantaloupe, and a bunch of sweet potatoes!
Landon: Hang out with the family and
eat...like a lot!
Britton: I tried to sleep-in, but I had to feed.
the food was good though, and I ate A LOT.
Cayman: A lot because we had three different
thanksgiving: one was a friendsgiving, then we had
thanksgiving at my grandparents, and then we had
thanksgiving at my other grandparents. My

stomach was stuffed!

Emma: I spent time with my family, ate a lot of
food, and went driving. I ate a lot of food, we still
have a lot of pie

Luis I worked for most of it and then went to go
eat food with family.

Curtis: went to Oregon. I ate enough cheese cake
to give you diabetes

Alexa: I played a lot of boring games with the
family. Unfortunately I ate an amount that is
gravely above the average consumed amount from
an individual of my age.

Matthew: we ate dinner at my aunt’s house. I ate
turkey, mashed potatoes, and some ham. ¢

— By Stwallan, Gilleland

UPCOMING WINTER BREAK, CHRISTMAS, AND NEW YEARS!

Right after Thanksgiving the High School
goes right into the Christmas banquet and
many other events before winter break. I'm
guessing we will all be very excited for winter
break, since it is right after the scrunch of events in
December. I've gone around and asked some
people from school what their plans are for winter
break.
Landon: I have a doctor's appointment on the 19th,
and then we are going to Colorado to see my family.
Isaac D: I'm going to be in Mexico!
Eligh: Probably going to Idaho to see my grandma.
Strattun: I'm going to see family.
Camber: Going to my grandparents’ house
Stran: Staying home and having a Christmas party
with my family.

As you can see they are all excited for
Christmas break. Next, I wanted to know what

INDOOR GAMES AT BAKER

On November 21, we had an indoor games
party since the weather was getting too cold to do
anything outside. So the student council decided to
have indoor games at the Baker Hall because of all
the equipment we could use, like the dodge balls,
also basketballs. We had almost all the students
show up, and we played many games. Most of the
kids wanted to play dodgeball, and it looked like
everybody enjoyed. We hope to have another one
soon and many more activities throughout the next
half of the school year. Now here are some
questions I asked the students.

Did you enjoy indoor games?

Emma: It was pretty funsies

Strattun: I really enjoyed playing indoor games
and had so much fun

Ernesto D: it was pretty chill

traditions they have for Christmas. Do they bake
cookies? Do they watch movies? Let's ask them.
Landon: We normally watch Christmas movies and
eat delicious food.
Isaac D: Sometimes we go to Mexico.
Eligh: Eat the biggest and the best dinner I have
ever HAD.
Stran: Getting pajamas the night before to sleep in
and eating cookies and hot
chocolate.
Camber: We get to open
our present which is usually
christmas pajamas
Strattun: My family takes turns
hosting Christmas.
Ella: Hangout with family

Such cool Christmas traditions. My

HALL

What games did you like the most? /

Emma: [ really like the cone game because I
couldn’t die

Strattun: I really liked playing prison ball and also
the cone game

Ernesto D: Dodgeball and Doctor, Doctor were
probably the best

1
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Would you like to have another indoor games :
party? |
Emma: It would be fun to have another in January :
or February :
Strattun: yes it would be fun to have another one |
when it is still cold outside :
Ernesto D: yes we should as long as everybody :
\

comes ¢

— By Emesle Olvelan

What happens is that the students get a random

dessert & snack potluck, and sure to be a great
\ time!
Jtime! ¢

family usually has a huge community dinner with
prime rib.

Lastly, 2024 is almost over and it's time for
2025 to roll around the corner. I wonder what my
classmates are striving to improve this next
year... LET'S ASK THEM!

Landon: I don't want to have any new year’s

resolution.

Isaac D: Lose weight.
Stran: To get a mini Jeep
Eligh: To work out and get fit.
# Camber: To clean my room.
Strattun: Learning to be quiet.
Well that's it for now. I hope you have a
wonderful Christmas, a happy new year, and
enjoy the SHOW! o

— By Builon Faen

“SECRET SANTA PARTY! ™

The Secret Santa party is an event that the
EskDale High School students do every year.

name of another student, and that is who you get a
present for. Then at the Christmas party at the
school, everyone gets the presents from their
Secret Santa.
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There are rules that each student must :
follow. Rule 1: the minimum is $20, Rule 2: no gift :

cards, and Rule 3: no regifted/used gifts. This year's 1

school Christmas party is going to be on Dec 17th, :

during the afternoon before the bus. It will be a :

1
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Robin Crouch. A lot of people know her for
amazing cooking, her involvement in the church
and in the local community. But she is also the
oldest sister of eight, a mom of four, a wife, and a
grandma of eleven. I had the amazing opportunity
to interview her on a little bit of her life. She
had some very good things to say. Here is what she
had to say:

Q. What was your life like growing up?

A. ‘I grew up on a small off-the-grid 40-acre
homestead in the western Utah desert. My parents
started out in a tent, but by the time winter came,
my dad had cobbled together a small 2-room cabin.
Narrow wooden stairs led to a dugout basement
with damp, earthen walls. I was always afraid of
that dark forbidden space. The cabin was built from
bits and pieces of cast-off lumber from our friends
on neighboring homesteads. Our meager belongings
were in cardboard boxes stored in a tent attached to
the back of our house, which also doubled as a spare
room occasionally. One of my earliest memories is
when that tent burned with all our clothing, but Dad
was able to keep the house from catching fire, with a
garden hose and the neighbors’ help.”

Q. Can you tell an interesting life story?

A. “One year when we had chickens, a winter storm
moved in before we had the chicken coop

finished. All the chickens ran to the shelter of our
outhouse (which had no door to stop them from
entering) to the sewage pit below. When the storm
was over, imagine our surprise to find the outhouse
full and overflowing with chickens! Dad and Mom
spent several hours with a rake lifting filthy,
unhappy chickens out of the pit.”

Q. What are some life stories you have learned
and why?

A. “Not sure if I've learned any lessons. Mostly I just
feel like I'm getting a little smart too late.”
(Author’s opinion: Not even a little bit true, she is
way too smart!)

Q. Did you go to college, and to do what?
A. “I'went to UVU for my entire college career.

TEACHER FEATURE: TERESA CONRAD

I have the pleasure of
having the Teacher Feature
assignment, and [ have
chosen Teresa as the
teacher I interview. If you
went and asked the kids
how much they like Teresa,
they would all say “ we love

”

having her!” for whatever

classes they have with her.

While in the classroom, she is funny, nice,
and smart. Plus, Teresa has a variety of skills. She
can play Viola, she teaches 7th thru 12th grade

EVERYBODY HAS A STORY: ROBIN CROUCH

Ended up with my law degree (jurisprudence
doctorate).”

Q. When were you married, how did you meet?
A. “I met my husband Ron when he was 10 and  was
7. Of course, I wasn't thinking of him as

marriage material then. He was just a big galoot for
me to tease (laughs). We started dating after

he went to college, then married after my first year
of college. I was 19 and he was 22.”

Q. What is something not a lot of people know
about you?

A. “Idon’t know, I don't really like secrets. And the
big secrets are for me (laughs).”

Q. What are your hobbies?

A. “I like to drive around and sight-see, read spy
stories, research local history, play piano, and

sit on a covered patio during a summer rainstorm. I
also love visiting with my children and
grandchildren. Also reminiscing with my friends
who grew up with me at EskDale.”

Q. What did you want to be when you were a
kid?

A. “I wanted to be an author or a schoolteacher.”
Q. When you look at your family now, how
does it make you feel?

A. “I am very proud of my family (children and
grandchildren). Even though I know it isn’t
something I did, I still feel pride in my heritage
which runs strong in my family members. They all
love the Lord and have a passion for good and
seeking God’s will in their walk with Him. We

all share a strong family bond of love and
responsibility. All have a strong moral fiber. So far,
no divorce, substance addiction, or laziness. They
treat others with respect and live clean lives. They
seem to have the moral street to make decisions
independent of peer pressure. Oh yes, I guess

you could say I'm quite pleased with my family!”

Q. What is some advice you would like to give?
A. “Just because everyone is doing it, doesn’t mean

it’s right. And just because no one is doing it, doesn’t

mean it’s wrong.”

math, she teaches science, history, and even more
classes. She also used to be an EMT for Millard
County.

Q: What is your favorite class to teach?
T: “I like all my classes but I really like Earth

science.”

Q: Do you plan to retire, and if so when?
T: “Yeah, not sure. I'm looking at the end of 2026.”

Q: If you could go anywhere in the world
where would you go?
T: “Probably Europe first.”

Q: What school break is your favorite?

There is almost too much to say of the way I
felt after this interview. While listening I found
myself intrigued with the answers, rather than
waiting for it to be over. I put everything in here
because it’s all so fascinating and important. She
has lived quite a marvelous life. Learned things,
been places, and yet never seems to boast about
her knowledge. I mean she said “a little smart”....
The woman went to college, became a lawyer,
raised four children, and has been running a
business since 1992. Plus, look at the way she
answered. Like a scholar, like a writer.

Some people know her from church or
cooking. But I know her from the endless rides she
would take us on as kids, the stories she would tell
us while we would all be listening wide eyed, from
sitting with us and drawing while she gave us tips
and encouraged us to keep trying to be better,
from the endless meals she prepared (I don’t know
how she didn't get tired of it), the jokes, the laughs,
the love, for being there on our special days. Some
people may know her, but I know her like this. I
know her as grandma. ¢

\/M% — By Oltoray Cvoch
R

T: “I don’t know, probably Thanksgiving.”

Q: What is your favorite holiday?
T: “Gosh I don’t know, I always love Summer
holiday.”

Q: What is your favorite season of the year?
T: “Probably late spring because the flowers are
blooming.”

We all will really miss Teresa when she retires. She
is fun to have and will always be one of the best
teachers that we will ever have. ¢

— By Landon, Crouch

Page 4

Quarter 2 Edition



SENIOR SPOTLIGHT: MATTHEW BAKER

For one of the senior spotlights this quarter, I
interviewed Matthew Baker. He is one of the six
seniors we have this year, and he’s a pretty chill
guy with a bright future ahead of him. He is
planning to attend Northern Arizona University in
the fall 2025. Matthew is an excellent actor and
singer, and he starred as Jean Valjean in EHS’
production of Les Misérables last school year. In
our banquet this year, Matthew is playing the lead
role of George Bailey in It’s a Wonderful Life.

Here is our interview:

What are you planning to do after high school?
Go to NAU and study engineering or something
software related.

What is your favorite class?
Drama.

What is your favorite movie/tv show?
For movie, the Martian, and tv show For All
Mankind.

What do you do in your free time?

Play video games or write with my fountain pens.
What is the best part about being a senior?
Being close to going to college.

If you had to describe yourself in one word
what would it be?

Nerd, haha.

Do you have any career goals? If so, what are
they?

Retire early.

What is a memorable story about your
graduating class?

One of my birthday parties when a bird pooped on
Aidan’s hamburger.

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT: AIDAN FABER

For this quarter's
senior spotlight, I
get the pleasure of
interviewing the one
and only Aidan
Faber. Aidan is a
brilliant, silly, and
goofy classmate who
has some of the
darkest humor and
will not fail to find

funny memes and

reels to send you. Aidan is also a talented singer

This story starts in my old house on Christmas Eve. The night
was very cold, and the family was sound asleep. The next morning
when we woke up, I bolted up the stairs and woke everyone up.

and actor. Last year, he starred as Enjolras in EHS’

production of Les Misérables. He is currently

starring as the villainous Mr. Potter in our

Christmas production of It’s a Wonderful Life.
Here are some questions I've asked him.

What’s your Favorite part about being a

senior?

This the last year of this.

What is the funniest story you have from being

in this school?

I'don’t know. I'm just nonchalant like that.

What's the weirdest thing you can do?

Eat a whole beef jerky stick in one go.

CHRISTMAS MEMORIES

I remember one Christmas, we were on our way home from
Bruneau, Idaho (where my grandma lives) with our massive horse trailer
for one horse, and we were following a plow truck to the Elmore County

What are you
going to miss
about high
school?

Drama classes.
Do you have any
strange talents?
Most of my

talents would be

considered
strange, but probably being able to handle livestock.

We will definitely miss Matthew around the
school next year but are excited to see where the
future takes him! ¢

— By Ellw Fabov

Who from the school is your favorite and why?
Probably my class (the seniors) because we the best
unlike the nonchalant young’uns.

What do you like to do in your free time?

Uhhh play videos games.

It’s cool to know that Aidan likes his class the most
out of the school. He plans to attend college in the
fall, though he hasn’t decided where just yet. I look
forward to seeing what is in store for him. Knowing
him for so long and getting to interview him has
been pretty enjoyable. ¢

We all gathered around the Christmas tree. We opened our gifts, line. The roads were snowy and icy, so we pulled off and locked the hubs

and I was so caught up with thanking everyone, I didn't see my
new motorcycle at first! It was white with a nice black leather seat.
I took it outside and turned the key. It sprung to life. I put on my
helmet and started to speed down the road. The cold wind was
blowing on my face when, “BOOM!” I felt my control slipping
because of the frost. My bike leaned to the right, then fell. I slid
across the ground, hearing the rocks scratch my helmet.

Luckily I was fine. And so was my new bike. I got up and
walked towards my bike, got on, and rode back to my house for a
nice warm breakfast. After that I rode around the house, avoiding
the ice this time. ¢

on our Ford. One was stuck in unlocked (gotta love living on a dirt
road), so I got the Leatherman out of the console and worked to get it
locked.

Then we were on the way (that was a long 10 miles!) and got to
Hammett, where we joined the slushy and icy freeway, as the
snowstorm worsened! The walk-in tack door opened, so we pulled off
rummaged through the pickup and tack to find a bungee cord. Then we
and all other traffic went very slow on the freeway until we got to Twin
Falls. When we got on the road to Wells (there were actually plow
trucks, surprise!), then the rest of the way home was very uneventful.

— by Conlisy Youngy

What a crazy stormy drive that was. ¢
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December 17, 2024
EHS holiday party and Secret
Santa gift exchange!
December 19, 2024
Garrison and Baker Elementary
Christmas Programs, Baker Hall,
7:30 MST / 6:30 PST.
December 20, 2024
EskDale High School choir
performs at Millard Care and
Rehabilitation Center, Delta,
10:00 AM.
December 20, 2024
Last day of second quarter!
December 21, 2024—
January 1, 2025
Winter Break!
January 2, 2025
School reconvenes after
Winter Break
January 20, 2025
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No School!
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day!

SPOTLIGHTS
STYLER

ESKDALE

BANQUET
CHOIR

January 24-25, 2025
UMEA Honor Choir
February 13-14, 2025
Parent Teacher Conferences

FUNDRAISING

SUPERINTENDENT

TABITHA

GEORGE BAILEY

LOIS

CHRISTMAS

CLARENCE ODBODY

CRYSTAL
DEAN

for Garrison, Baker, and

WINTER BREAK
WONDERFUL

MICROPHONES
MR POTTER

EskDale schools
February 17, 2025

No School!
Presidents’ Day!

February 21, 2025
Tentative Utah History trip

ORCHESTRA

DECEMBER

March 7, 2025
End of 3rd Quarter
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