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What happens if a student, teacher, or 
employee tests positive for COVID-19? 
If a student, teacher, or employee tests positive for COVID-19, he or she should isolate right away. This means the person needs 
to stay at home and away from other people as much as possible. The student, teacher, or employee should not go to school 
or work.

People who have been in close contact with someone who tests positive for COVID-19 are at an increased risk of getting infected 
and infecting others. Close contact means someone was closer than 6 feet or 2 meters (about 2 arm lengths) to a person who 
has COVID-19 for 15 minutes or longer. Contact tracing is how public health workers find the close contacts of someone who has 
COVID-19. Anyone who was in close contact with the person who tested positive for COVID-19 should quarantine for 14 days.

Case investigation and contact tracing in schools (K-12) 2020-2021

LHD monitors isolated individual 
and noti�es school POC when 
individual testing positive has 
been cleared to return to school

School ensures/increases 
preventative measures to slow the 
spread of COVID-19 following 
individual school’s plan, as 
outlined in USBOE handbook

School POC noti�ed about positive 
case and other related household 
contacts

LHD contacts high-risk individuals 
& their parent/guardian(s) to 
provide education & assist families 
in making informed decisions to 
protect their student

High-risk individuals self-monitor 
for symptoms & get tested for 
COVID-19 if needed

LHD conducts additional 
investigation(s) if needed

School POC compiles list of 
others potentially exposed at 
school

School POC sends informational 
letter education packet to all 
individuals identi�ed as being 
potentially exposed, including 
information on self-monitoring & 
when to get tested for COVID-19

Individuals self-monitor for 
symptoms & get tested for 
COVID-19 if needed

School POC compiles list of 
high-risk contacts and provides list 
to LHD

Local Health Department (LHD) 
conducts disease investigation

•  LHD issues isolation notice for the 
individual testing positive

•  Quarantine notices may also be 
issued to other individuals in the 
same household 

Tasks prior to school opening

•  Identify a POC for each school 

•  Provide contact information 
for each POC to the LHD

•  Compile a list of high-risk 
individuals within each school

Key:

      Local Health Department (LHD)

      Release of positive individual

      Action for exposed individual 

      School Point of Contact (POC)


