
Welcome!

• Please type your name and your 
location in the chat box. 

• Hover your cursor along the 
bottom of the screen to find it

• Use the chat box to share ideas, 
comments, and to ask questions

• This workshop is being recorded



Best Practices
Using Utah Compose as a 

Formative Tool
Kim Rathke M.Ed; NBCT

USBE Test Administration & Formative Assessment Specialist
Kim.Rathke@schools.Utah.gov

mailto:Kim.Rathke@schools.Utah.gov


Create a Graphic Organizer: Four Square Notes

Surprising Questions/Confusing

Key Details Classroom Application



Learning Intentions

Learn
Learn how to use 
Utah Compose as an 
instructional tool

Learn
Learn how to 
empower your 
students to revise 
and edit their writing

Learn
Learn Utah Compose 
features that will 
assist you and your 
students



The Utah 
Core 

Standards for 
Student 
Literacy

They demonstrate independence

They build strong content knowledge

They respond to the varying demands of audience, task, purpose, and discipline

They comprehend as well as critique

They value evidence

They use technology and digital media strategically and capably

They come to understand other perspectives and cultures



An essential question…

Who taught 
you how to 

write?



Teaching writing is difficult!



What are the long-term implications for lack of writing instruction?

• 82% of employers say it’s essential that 
employees have strong written 
communication skills

• In 2019, 41% of students who took ACT 
did not score well enough to meet 
readiness benchmarks for a college-
level English composition class

• Employers find less than half of college 
graduates to be proficient writers

Picou, A. (2020). Are Schools Making Writing a Priority? Retrieved August 27, 2020, from https://www.the-learning-agency-lab.com/the-
learning-curve/are-schools-making-writing-a-priority



When do your students write?



How much time do students spend writing?

The Institute of Education Sciences (IES), 
based on research from the National 
Commission on Writing recommends 30 
minutes per day of writing for 
kindergarten students and 60 minutes 
per day of writing for first graders for 
students to become competent writers

Picou, A. (2020). Are Schools Making Writing a Priority? Retrieved August 27, 
2020, from https://www.the-learning-agency-lab.com/the-learning-curve/are-
schools-making-writing-a-priority



How much time do students spend writing?

• 25% of middle school students and 31% 
of high school students write about 30 
minutes a day

• 33% of middle schoolers and 34% of high 
schoolers write up to 15 minutes a day

• 41% of middle and 40% of high school 
students are only writing a page a week 
for homework

Picou, A. (2020). Are Schools Making Writing a Priority? Retrieved August 27, 2020, from 
https://www.the-learning-agency-lab.com/the-learning-curve/are-schools-making-writing-a-priority



When do students write?
• Math:  84% of 8th graders and 68% of 12th

graders spend less than 30 minutes writing 
per week in math classes

• Social Studies: 82% of 8th graders and 68% of 
12th graders write less than 30 minutes a day 
in social studies classes

• Science: 86% of 8th graders and 60% of 12th

graders spend less than 30 minutes writing in 
science classes

Picou, A. (2020). Are Schools Making Writing a Priority? Retrieved 
August 27, 2020, from https://www.the-learning-agency-lab.com/the-
learning-curve/are-schools-making-writing-a-priority



Have you used Utah Compose?
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Utah Compose Enhancements

For Teachers

• Teacher Modeling Account
• Teacher Adding Teacher to class
• Multi-select Print Option

• Home tab—Writing History—Multi-select students—
Print

• Prompt Assignment to Multiple Courses
• Require Graphic Organizer
• Prevent Essay Copy & Paste
• Assign Lessons
• Score Enabling (hide score)
• Updated Peer Review
• Report Sharing with Administrators

For Students

• Ability to highlight/format text within graphic 
organizer

• Split screen revisions
• Split Screen Feedback now shows Writing Analysis
• Add Essay Titles
• Citation Box



A Quick Look at 
Utah Compose Features



Enrollment Procedure

• Teachers who have never logged onto Utah Compose will need to fill out a registration page. When a 
teacher logs on to www.utahcompose.com they will click on Teacher Sign-up on the Sign In page. 

• Teachers must have a CACTUS ID and their Social Security number to register. Your name must match your 
CACTUS ID exactly—no nicknames allowed.

• When teachers fill out this information, they will be able to create their own username and password to log 
onto Utah Compose. It is recommended to use T+CACTUS ID as your username. For example, T12345.

• Teachers who have already logged onto Utah Compose and used their accounts will be able to log on with 
the same credentials used in 2020—usually TCACTUS. 

• Teachers who don’t remember their password have the option to click on the Forgot your password? link 
located on the Sign In page.

• Please contact Utah Compose Support for any inquiries:  support@utahcompose.com (866)-691-1231 or 
Kim Rathke kim.Rathke@schools.Utah.gov

http://www.utahcompose.com/
mailto:support@utahcompose.com
mailto:kim.Rathke@schools.Utah.gov


New Teacher Sign-up Page: www.utahcompose.com

CACTUS ID

• First and Last name must match 
CACTUS ID records exactly

• No nicknames e.g. Tom for Thomas

• Multiply your SSN by itself.
• Check your math!  
• Ignore zeroes. 
• Do not use commas when you enter the product of 

your SSN

http://www.utahcompose.com/


Utah Compose Student Log-in

• Student accounts are populated by UTREx via the school’s 
SIS program. No students can be added manually.

• Students will log in with their SSID (7-digits) as their 
username and password, including three zeroes in front of 
their SSID e.g. 0001234567

• Students are prompted to create a new password during 
first login

• Teachers can view/change student passwords from the 
Students tab in Utah Compose



Teacher Resources



Teacher Resources

Step 1: Locate the “Guides” section at bottom 
of each page in Utah Compose.

Step 2: Select “Videos” link.
Step 3: Review the Informational video. This is 
designed to be shown any user. 



Teacher Role: Teacher Modeling Account

• When teachers log into their accounts, they will be able log in using 
a teacher role or a student role

• The student role can be used for live instruction using Utah Compose 
and allows teachers to model and use program features with 
students



Simplified Notifications
Located on Home Page in upper right-hand corner of 
screen
• Click on the bell for messages from administrators and 

students



Notification to Administrator



Teacher Role:  Teacher Adding Teacher Ability



Teacher Role:  Multi-select Print

From “Home” tab, under “Student Writing History,” teacher can multi-
select students and print latest essay drafts



Students Tab: Differentiation with Utah Compose

To adjust the scoring algorithm 
for individual students, first 
select the “Students” tab



Students Tab: Differentiation with Utah Compose

Select a student



Select the Edit tab. The 
screen will change to…



Use this dropdown menu to 
change the grade band for 
differentiated scoring

Student password reset



Teacher Role:  Lessons

Click the “Lessons” tab
Select lesson for learning intention
Click “Assign Lessons”



Accessing the Lessons

• Lessons are arranged  by 
grade level

• Students can access  the 
lessons while  composing 
essays

• Teachers can assign 
specific lessons to both 
individual students or to 
an entire class

• Read-aloud available



Instant Feedback Provides Lesson Suggestions



Assigning Lessons



Prompts Tab: Advanced Options



Teacher Role:
Graphic Organizer Assignment



Teacher and Student Role: Graphic Organizer Assignment
Teacher View

Student View



Teacher Role:  Essay Copy & Paste Restrictions

• Teacher has ability to prevent students from 
copying and pasting text from outside sources 
into an essay or from within an essay

• Prevents direct plagiarism by students
• Must be set per prompt using Advanced Options
• Can be adjusted between writing sessions by 

teacher (enable and then disable on later drafts)
• “Disable It” is system default



Prompts Tab: Adding Teacher-Created Prompts

Access from “Prompts” tab

Advanced Options tab



Prompts Tab:  Adding Teacher-Created Prompts

The title is a brief description of the prompt. 

The description is the prompt.

Select narrative, informational/explanatory, 
opinion/argument, or constructed response.

Select “yes” to enable prompt for all 
students and to allow other teachers in 
your school to see it.



Adding a Prompt to Multiple Courses



Updated Peer Review



Peer Review Questions



Student Role: Split Screen Revision

• When students 
revise an essay, the 
screens are split side 
by side

• Student no longer 
have to scroll up and 
down during revision

• Student have the 
option to turn off 
spelling and 
grammar feedback 
during revision



Student Role: Split Screen Graphic Organizer with Highlighting



Utah Compose as Formative Tool

45

Empower Empower students to learn how to revise and edit their 
writing with highlighting—Use SRSD

Require
Require students to track their progress to learn incremental 
process of writing

Read Read aloud edits are essential

Complete Complete three working drafts per prompt. Use student 
writing to guide learning goals.

Use Teach digital and analog notetaking strategies

Review Review student writing data to determine instructional goals



Review student writing data to 
determine instructional goals

• Have students write, analyze, and 
set short-term writing goals using 
their own writing 

• RISE Benchmark modules 
• Use Utah Compose reports 
• Utah Compose Student Portfolios

• Have students review their 
writing from previous years 

• Help students create their own 
writing goals

• Develop student-friendly 
methods of tracking progress



Teach digital and analog 
notetaking strategies

• Highlighting isn’t annotating!
• Teach create graphic organizers 

from blank paper 
• Model effective notetaking
• Use a variety of digital and 

analog texts



Complete three working drafts per 
prompt. Use student writing to guide 
learning goals.

• Design engaging and 
meaningful tasks that allow 
for choice

• Review curriculum 
connections and select Utah 
Compose prompts that match 
instructional goals

• Use the example essays in 
Utah Compose to familiarize 
students with writing tasks

January 19, 2012



Utah Compose Example Essays

Every grade level 
has multiple 
examples at 
different scoring 
levels.



Utah Compose Example Essays

All example essays provide 
annotations to guide instruction.

Students can review, compare, contrast 
their own writing to the examples.



Read aloud edits are essential

• Students need to 
“hear” their writing. 

• Use the “Personal 
Whisper Phone” 
technique



Empower students to learn how to revise and edit their 
writing with guided highlighting

• One key to using Utah Compose as a formative writing tool is student revision and editing. 
• One effective method for helping students find areas needing revision is to use guided 

highlighting.
• Materials Needed: highlighters in multiple colors (green, yellow, pink, blue, purple, orange)
• Green: Think “Go!”—first words in sentences; claim/thesis; hook sentences
• Yellow: Think “Slow Down!”—reasons with examples and elaboration to follow
• Pink: Think “Stop!”—demonstrates student thinking—textual evidence/examples/elaboration
• Blue: Transitions—allows students to see connections between ideas/paragraphs
• Purple: Citations—Use to highlight article titles/author names
• Orange: Teacher Choice—Use for your writing pet peeves or to indicate application of writing 

lessons



Students need to track their progress to learn 
incremental process of writing. 
This self-monitoring builds student confidence.



Suggestions for Writing Portfolios
Organization is Key!

In-person learning:
• If you teach multiple grade levels or multiple 

writing classes, use colored folders to 
differentiate between the classes. 

• Builds classroom/lab management
• Allows for consistent information for 

students
• Gives options for student self-reflection

• Provides “one stop shopping” for handouts, 
tracking sheets

Remote Learning:
• Show students how to access their writing 

portfolios, including writing history
• Create PDF versions of handouts and include 

them with writing assignments.

Suggested Writing Portfolio Content

• Tracking sheets
• Copies of “working drafts” (in-person) 
• Student graphic organizers
• Student writing rubrics
• Student self-reflections
• Handouts that support writing

• 13 Ways to Start a Sentence
• “Reading With Your Pen” Palette



Where do I begin?



Pre-Assess Student Writing: Individual Student Method

1. Select a grade-level appropriate prompt with stimulus material
2. Students can write by hand or type in Word—do not use an online 

scoring program
3. Students will review their own writing to evaluate their strengths 

and weaknesses with guidance from the teacher
4. Focus first on message and purpose—minimize focus on editing.
4. Using the pre-assessment, students set goals for improving their 

writing.



Pre-Assess Student Writing: Group Method

1. Select and print a grade-level appropriate essay that needs lots of 
revision. Print connected stimulus material so students can use it 
during review.

2. In pairs or groups of 4, students will review the writing and evaluate 
its strengths and weaknesses with guidance from the teacher. The 
groups list and discuss ways to revise the essay to make it better.

3. Focus first on message and purpose—minimize focus on editing.
4. Using the essay and discussion, students review one of their own 

essays, comparing it to the revision criteria and set individual goals 
for improving their writing.



Effective Practice



Preventing Writer’s Block: from Extreme Writing

If students write 20 minutes a day for 
10 days in a row, at least eight times a 
year from 4th through 9th grade, they 
will write an additional 9,600 minutes 
(160 hours).” 

Diana Cruchley, Extreme Writing



Exit Ticket

• In the chat box, please answer the 
following questions:

• What was the most surprising thing 
I’ve learned in today’s session?

• What is the most important thing 
I’ve learned in today’s session?

• How will I apply what I’ve learned in 
my own work as an educator?



Additional Questions?

• Contact Kim Rathke  kim.rathke@schools.utah.gov
• Utah Compose Support Desk  support@utahcompose.com (866) 691-1231

References
Bourque, P. (2016). Close Writing: Developing Purposeful Writers in Grades 2-6.Portland, ME: Stenhouse.

Picou, A. (2020). Are Schools Making Writing a Priority? Retrieved August 27, 2020, from https://www.the-learning-agency-lab.com/the-
learning-curve/are-schools-making-writing-a-priority
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